Welcome Aboard!

Rules and procedures for the Berkeley Marina

Welcome to the Berkeley Marina, and thank you for choosing to berth your boat here in Berkeley.

This pamphlet summarizes some of the more important rules and procedures that apply to berthing a private vessel in the Berkeley Marina. 

The full text of Marina regulations appears in the Berkeley Municipal Code, Title 6, Chapter 20, "Marina Rules and Regulations." The Municipal Code can be found on the web at: <http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/bmc/>.

Please feel free to ask the Marina staff for additional clarifications of these rules and procedures. The office is open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday-Friday, and 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on weekends. The office number is 510-644-6376, and email contact info for the Harbormaster and other staff can be found on the City website at <http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/marina/>

The marina office also monitors VHF channel 16.

Useful Phone Numbers:

Adventure Playground: 
510-644-8623 
Berkeley Fire Department: 
510 981-3473 
Berkeley Marina office: 
510-644-6376 
Berkeley Marina office after hours (5 pm - 8 am)
510-644-6620
Berkeley Marina billing (license and collection)
510-644-6470
Berkeley Marina Sports Center (bait shop):
510-849-2727 
Berkeley Marine Center (boatyard and fuel dock): 
510-843-8195 
Berkeley Police Department: 
510-981-5900 
Berkeley Yacht Club: 
510-649-0216 
Hs Lordship's Restaurant: 
510-843-2733 
Olympic Circle Sailing Club: 
510-843-4200 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co.
510-848-8658
Radisson Hotel:
510-548-7920 
Sea Breeze Market and Deli : 
510-486-0802 
Shorebird Nature Center: 
510-644-8623 
Skates on the Bay: 
510-549-1900 
U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office (oil spills):
510-437-3073
U.S. Coast Guard Search and Rescue (emergency):
510-566-2103
U.S. Coast Guard Search and Rescue (non emergency):
510-556-4471

Information for new berthers in the Berkeley Marina

Can I pay my bill at the Marina Office?

The initial payment and deposit for a new berth can be made at the Marina office, but all subsequent payments for regular berthing accounts must be mailed to the City Finance Department. The mailing address is:

City of Berkeley

Finance Customer Service

Marina

2020 Center Street

Berkeley, CA 94704
Berth payments can also be dropped off in person at the Customer Service Center. Center Street is in downtown Berkeley between Addison and Alston, and 2020 is on the south side of the first block to the west of Shattuck. They are open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday-Friday. Short-term parking is free in the parking structure across the street.
In addition to the first month's berthing fee and deposit, payments for transient berthing, ramp or hoist use, key deposits, and certain other miscellaneous fees are normally paid at the Marina Office. 

Can I pay by credit card?

The Customer Service Center can accept Visa and Mastercard when you pay in person. Mailed berth payments still require a check. As of July 2001, the Marina office expects to be able to accept credit cards in the near future.

Automatic monthly credit card billing for regular berthing accounts might be implemented later in 2001. 

When are bills due?

Marina bills are due on the first of the month. Payments not received by the fifteenth of the month are delinquent. 

What happens if I miss a bill?

You will find a 10% penalty charge added to the next bill. 

If you miss two bills in a row, your boat is likely to be chained to the dock to prevent its use or removal from the Marina. The boat will not be unchained until the account is brought up to date and an additional "service" charge is paid. 

Note however that the Marina Ordinance (6.20.050-C) gives the Harbormaster discretion to chain a boat and to assess the service charge after the account is only 20 days past due. 

If the account is seriously past due, the City may attach a lien as per the California Harbors and Navigation Code, and sell the vessel at auction. 

Boats with accounts that are seriously past due may also be relocated to other berths in the Marina, at the Harbormaster's discretion. 

Is there a time limit on vehicle parking in the Marina?

Yes. Vehicles may not park in the Marina for more than 72 consecutive hours. This is the same restriction that applies to most Berkeley city streets. 

If you are going on an extended cruise and would like to leave a vehicle in a Marina parking lot, you can notify the Marina Office and request an appropriate extension of the parking time limit.

Who can have a key to the docks?

Only the berther of record can obtain dock keys. However, the berther may obtain extra keys for family, crew, or others authorized to be on the boat. There is a refundable deposit for each key. 

The berther remains responsible for the proper use of each key. 

Trades people who need access to the docks may check out a key directly from the Marina Office by showing identification and leaving a refundable security deposit. Keys must be returned the same day.

If you would like a specific person to have access to your boat in your absence, you can arrange in advance for a dock key to be waiting for them at the Marina office. 

Can I leave an extra boat key in the Marina Office?

Yes, you can set up a "spare boat key envelope" in the office, with a notation specifying who is authorized to use that key and have access to your boat. 

What kind of electrical power is available?

Docks A,B,C,D,E,H, and I: 

20 amp, 120 V, straight prong.

Docks F,G,J,K,L,M,N,O, berths under 45 ft: 

30 amp, 120 V, twist lock.

Docks F,G,J,K,L,M,N,O, berths over 45 ft: 

50 amp, 220 V, twist lock and 30 amp, 120 V, twist lock

There may be exceptions, so check with the harbormaster to make sure the berth you are interested in meets your power requirements.

Will I be billed for electricity?

Docks D,E,F,H, and I all have individual PG&E electricity meters at each berth. You are responsible for setting up and maintaining your account with PG&E for power. 

Electrical power is unmetered on docks A,B,C,G,J,K,L,M,N, and O. There is a fixed surcharge for unmetered power added to the monthly bill for berths on these docks. 

Will I be billed for water?

No, water is unmetered and there is no surcharge. 

Can I install a telephone?

Pacific Bell will provide phone service to the head of the gangway. From there, it is up to you to run a phone wire to your boat. Contact the Harbormaster if there are any questions about hardware or wiring details, or other installation procedures.

Some berths may already have acceptable telephone wiring installed by previous berthers. 

Why am I billed for the length of movable parts, like a tipped-up outboard motor or an anchor in the bow chocks?

Because a tipped-up outboard obstructs the fairway just as much as a solid hull, and because it is unsafe to have an anchor overhanging the dock. 

Can I leave my outboard in the down position to reduce my bill?

Yes, if you're willing to always leave it that way.

Can I keep a dinghy in my berth?

Yes, provided the dinghy is not over 14 ft long and fits within the berth area.

Does the Marina provide storage space?

The berths on docks F,G,J,K,L,M,N, and O are all equipped with dock boxes at no additional charge. Berths on docks A,B,C,D,E,H, and I have no dock boxes, but the berthing fee is reduced by $5 per month. Storage lockers (but not dock boxes) are sometimes available on these docks for an additional fee of $12.50 per month (July 2001 rates). 

Hazardous materials my not be stored in dock boxes or storage lockers.

Can boat gear be left on the dock?

No. Anything left anywhere other than inside a dock box or locker or on board your vessel is considered a hazard and is subject to removal by the Marina. This includes dinghies, spars, batteries, wood scraps, paint cans, and anything else. 

Where can I dispose of waste?

Holding tank waste: There are free pumpout stations at the end of I-dock and at the fuel dock. 

Waste oil: The Marina has a waste oil container in the Corporation Yard adjacent to the Marina office. 

Trash: Dumpsters are located near the head of each dock gangway. They are for trash from your boat only. 

Please do not dump any waste of any kind into the harbor.

Can I work on my boat in the Marina?

Repairs and boat maintenance may be made while a boat is in its assigned berth and within the confines of the boat itself. No spray painting or sandblasting is permitted, and no sanding dust or waste liquids may be released into the air or water. A Berkeley Fire Department permit is required if welding equipment, torch, or any other open-flame apparatus is to be used. 

Please use a boat yard for more extensive boat work. 

Is sailing allowed inside the Marina?

Yes. There is no requirement to use power to maneuver in and out of your berth. Recreational sailing inside the Marina, however, is discouraged when it might obstruct other vessels transiting to or from their berths. 

Is fishing allowed inside the Marina?

No. There is no fishing allowed from any part of the Marina, except on the Municipal Fishing Pier (where a fishing license is not required).

Is swimming allowed inside the Marina?

No, except for the purpose of performing hull repairs or maintenance, recovering dropped objects, or cleaning a boat's bottom. 

Are dogs allowed on the docks?

Yes, but they must be on-leash at all times, and dog waste must be properly disposed of. Note that repeated violation of the dog rules is grounds for cancellation of the berthing license.

Can I move to another berth in the Marina?

Yes, but if the berth you want is not currently vacant, you will have to sign up on the waiting list and pay the appropriate waiting list fee. 

Your request will be considered to have the same priority as all other entries on the waiting list. That is, you will not be offered a berth ahead of new berthers waiting to get into the Marina unless you are higher up on the list for that type of berth. 

If my boat is away from the Marina for an extended period of time, can I reduce my berthing fee?

If your boat is away for more than 30 days you can go on half-rate. You must give the Marina office written notice at least fifteen days before departure, and at least fifteen days before return. You will be billed half the normal rate for each full month that you are gone. Your berth might be used as a transient or temporary berth during this period. 

You may leave your dock box locked with your gear inside it.

Can I let a friend use my berth while my boat is away cruising?

Once during every calendar year you may allow another boat to use your berth for up to thirty days. You must give written notice, obtain the Harbormaster's permission, and complete a "temporary use of berth" form prior to the effective date.

You cannot do this if you have put the berth on half-rate.

You may not sublet your berth under any circumstances.

How do I cancel my berth if I decide to leave the Marina?

All persons who originally signed the berthing license agreement must notify the marina in writing, either by mail or by signing the cancellation portion of the agreement on file in the Marina office. 

If you notify by mail, do not send the cancellation notice with your bill payment! The cancellation notice must be sent separately to the Marina office.

Thirty days advance notice is required, and cancellations become effective on the first of the month. 

Example: If you give written notice early in January, the cancellation will not become effective until the first day of March, and you will be liable for berth payments for all of January and February. February would normally be covered by the deposit, and the last bill you would receive would be for January. You do not need to vacate the berth until March 1. 

Note, however, that if you vacate the berth before February 1 (in this example), and a new berther can be assigned the berth beginning in February, then you are not liable for February berth fees. 

Be sure to inform the Marina office if you plan to vacate early, and you might be able to save a full month of berth fees.

Is my berth deposit refundable?

Yes. It is either refunded or applied to the last month's berthing fee. Any outstanding charges to your account will be deducted from the deposit. 

If I sell my boat, can the new owner keep the boat in the same berth?

Yes, as long as proper procedures are followed. See details elsewhere in this pamphlet.

How to get a berth in the Berkeley Marina

How can I find out which berths are available?

It's best to ask in person at the Marina office, so that you can see the Marina map and discuss options with staff. You can also check availability by telephone. 

If the berth I want is available, how do I sign up for it?

When you notify the Marina office that you want a particular berth, that berth can be put on hold for up to five days. During this time period it will not be assigned to anyone else, and you have five days to complete the berth application at the Marina office. 

You have fifteen days from the initial notification to complete the following:

1) Pay the first month's berth fee and a one month deposit. 

2) Provide proof of ownership of the vessel.

3) (not implemented as of July 2001) Show evidence of marine liability insurance for an amount to be specified.

How is the length of my boat defined by the Marina?

The "extreme length" is the length used by the Marina for berth assignment and for billing. This is not the same as "LOA" as usually defined. Extreme length is the "bowsprit to boomkin" length, and includes equipment such as anchors in bow rollers and tipped-up outboards. 

Extreme length includes all overhanging parts of the boat and equipment. It is defined as: 

The length from the forward most part of the vessel and equipment to the aft-most part of the vessel and equipment measured horizontally and parallel to the vessel’s longitudinal axis.  This measurement includes but is not limited to bow and stern rails, bowsprits, anchor chocks, anchors, furling drums, outboard motors, stern drives, propellers, rudders, outboard brackets, antennas, barbecues, dinghies, booms and mizzen booms as stowed for berthing.  Outboard motors and stern drives are measured in the tipped-up position, if this is how they are normally stowed for berthing.  The measurement does not include dock lines, fenders, or electrical cables.

This length is generally longer than the length on deck, and longer than the length that might be shown on the vessel's registration documents. Lengths are rounded up or down to the nearest foot. 

What size berth is appropriate for my boat?

In most cases, the extreme length of the boat may be up to 10% longer than the nominal length of the berth. In cases where there is no fairway that might be blocked, such as an inside corner berth or a berth with no opposite slips, extreme length can be as much as 20% longer than the nominal berth length. 

All oversize berthing arrangements are subject to approval by the Harbormaster.

Example 1: A 30 ft boat might actually measure 33 ft. from bow anchor to stern pulpit. This boat can generally be berthed in a 30 ft berth because the oversize does not exceed 10% of the nominal berth length. However, the boat will be billed for 33 ft of length. 

Example 2: A 26 ft boat that has no overhanging parts or equipment can berth in a 24 ft berth. This boat will be billed for 26 ft of length. 

Example 3: A 36 ft boat that measures 40 ft from bowsprit to mizzen boom can be berthed in a 48 ft. berth. This boat will be billed for 48 ft of length. 

Can I berth my boat in a skiff berth?

Skiff berths are inside ties with relatively difficult water access. They are distributed throughout the Marina and designated as area S. 

Only open powerboats or rowboats of extreme length (including tipped-up outboard) of 19'-11" or less may use skiff berths. 

Unlike most other berth categories, skiff berths are usually in good supply and there is no waiting list for them as of July 2001. The berthing fee is about 65% of the fee for a regular 20 ft berth. 

If I buy a boat in the Berkeley Marina, can I also get the berth that the boat currently occupies?

Yes, provided the vessel is seaworthy, is in a regular berth (not temporary or transient), and not in arrears on berth payments. 

To transfer a berth with the sale of the boat, the following procedures must be followed:

1) The old owner must give written notice of cancellation of the berth to the Marina office.

2) The new owner must complete the application for the berth within five days of notice of cancellation by the old owner.

3) The new owner must present all required documentation, including boat registration and name and contact data for new owner, to the Marina Office within fifteen days of notice of cancellation by the old owner. 

4) The new owner must pay the berth deposit and one month berthing fee within fifteen days of notice of cancellation by the old owner.

5) The vessel must be seaworthy as defined by the Marina Ordinance, 6.20.010-j. A demonstration of seaworthiness or a report by a professional marine surveyor may be required. 

In practice, berth transfers with boat sales are best facilitated by the old and new owners appearing together in the Marina office at the time of the sale. This is the best way to insure that proper procedures are followed. 

Legal live-aboard status can not be transferred with the sale of a boat. 

Boats might be measured for extreme length at the time of transfer of ownership, and the length used for billing purposes may change.

If I buy a boat at a Berkeley Marina lien sale, can I berth it in the Berkeley Marina?

No. Boats purchased at lien sales are not allowed to berth in the Marina for a year. 

An exception can be made, at the Harbormaster's discretion, only if a full year of berth fees are paid in advance. A demonstration of seaworthiness or a report by a professional marine surveyor may be required. 

Can I swap berths with another boat owner?

Yes, as long as both accounts are in good standing, neither boat has given notice of cancellation, and the sizes of the boats and berths are appropriate. Both owners should appear together at the Marina office to facilitate the berth re-assignments.

Are there extra-wide berths for catamarans and trimarans?

Extremely wide vessels can be accommodated two ways: 

1) by berthing on an end tie. The berth fee for a wide boat on an end tie is increased by 20%. (Boats of normal monohull proportions berthed on end ties pay the regular rate for an upwind single-finger berth.) 

2) Wide boats may berth in two adjacent single-finger berths. In this case the berth fee will reflect the fees for two single-finger berths, but only one surcharge for unmetered power, if applicable, will be charged. 

The Berkeley Marina Waiting List

How do I get on the waiting list?

There is a non-refundable fee of $40 to be listed on the waiting list for a Marina berth. To get on the list, pay the fee and fill out the form at the Marina Office. 

You will be asked to provide the following information:

1) The actual length of the vessel. This is the "extreme length" as defined by the Marina Ordinance, and includes all equipment and accessories as they are normally stowed when the vessel is berthed. 

Berthers are billed for the nominal length of the berth or the extreme length of the vessel, whichever is longer. For most berths, the vessel's extreme length may exceed the nominal berth length by 10%.

2) The range of berth sizes, types, and locations that you will accept. For location, you can specify which docks you are interested in by letter. For berth type, you can specify upwind or downwind, single finger or double finger, or end tie. 

A more specific request will naturally take longer to fulfill. 

No additional restrictions may be added to a berth request after it has been submitted. However, you may remove restrictions from your request without changing your position on the list. 

Example: Berth request from the owner of a 30 ft boat that measures 33 ft from bow anchor to stern rail. The initial request is for an upwind double-finger berth on L, M, N, or O docks, between 30 and 36 feet long. The owner might later relax the double-finger or upwind requirement, but cannot add a new restriction such as "O-dock only." 

3) Complete contact information. You will be notified by phone when the berth you requested becomes available. If the Marina cannot contact you within ten working days, or if you do not respond in that period of time, the berth will be offered to the next person on the list. 

How long will I stay on the waiting list?

You can stay on the waiting list indefinitely for no additional fee. However, you must renew your status on the list every year between February 1 and March 15. Entries that do not renew by March 15 will be dropped from the list without notice. 

Even if you signed up on the waiting list on January 30, you must renew between February 1 and March 15. 

Renewal must be in writing or in person - it cannot be done by phone.

It is your responsibility to keep the Marina advised, in writing, of any changes in your address, phone number, or any other contact information. 

How will I be notified if the berth I requested becomes available?

Notification is by telephone. If the Marina cannot contact you within ten working days, or if you do not respond in that period of time, the berth will be offered to the next person on the list. If this happens, you will remain on the top of the list and will be contacted again when the next berth becomes available. 

When a berth becomes available, how to I sign up for it?

New berthers must complete a berth application within five days after responding to the notification that the berth is available.

Within 15 days after responding to the notification, berthers must complete the following:

1) Pay the first month's berth fee and a one month deposit. 

2) Provide proof of ownership of the vessel.

3) (not implemented as of July 2001) Show evidence of marine liability insurance for an amount to be specified.

Can I be on the waiting list for two berths at the same time?

Yes, but it will require two separate berth requests and two fees, and they will be handled as separate accounts. 

Do any types of berth requests have priority over others?

All berthing requests are fulfilled on the basis of date of activation on the list. Current berthers requesting new locations within the Marina, for example, are treated the same as new berthers. 

There are four exceptions, at the discretion of the Harbormaster: 

1) Boats displaced by construction or repair projects, or other circumstances beyond their control. These boats may be moved to newly available berths ahead of other prospective berthers on the waiting list

2) Berths transferred to a new owner when a boat is sold. Proper procedures and time limits must be followed for this type of transfer. The boat must remain in the same berth.

3) Boats operated by non-profit organizations that are supported by the Marina.

4) Legal live-aboards who sell their boats may retain their live-aboard status. These owners have priority in relocating their live-aboard permit to a new berth. The new berth itself, however, is subject to the usual waiting list procedure.

Living Aboard in the Berkeley Marina

Can I live on my boat in the Berkeley Marina?

Only berthers designated as legal live-aboards may use their vessels as residences. The Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) regulates live-aboads on San Francisco Bay, and allows 100 live-aboard permits in the Berkeley Marina (in addition to the 12 BCDC-approved non-navigable houseboats).

Live-aboard permits are issued only by the Marina office to the berther of record. There is a $125 per month fee for one person living aboard, plus an additional $50 per month for each additional person. (Fees as of July 2001) A maximum of four people may live on one vessel. 

Only the berther or berthers of record may live on the boat. Sub-leases, rentals, and long-term "boat sitting" are not permitted. 

Demand for live-aboard permits generally exceeds supply by a large margin, and there is a waiting list. 

What is the definition of "living aboard?"

Living aboard is defined as being aboard the vessel for more than three consecutive nights within any seven day period, or more than twelve nights total within any 30 day period.

What kind of boat can be a legal live-aboard?

Live-aboard vessels must be cruising type vessels at least 24 feet long on deck, and equipped with a sink, marine head, and sewage holding tank. A gray-water holding tank is not required, but gray-water discharge is not permitted. The vessel must be kept in good repair and in seaworthy condition, and must not be permanently attached to the dock. 

Vessels used as residences must leave the Marina at least once in each 180 day period.

Is there a separate waiting list for legal live-aboard status?

Yes, there is a separate list. If you are a current berther waiting for legal live-aboard status, you can use the live-aboard waiting list to wait for an available legal live-aboard permit. The fee is $40, and the list functions in the same way as the regular waiting list. 

If you are not currently a berther and would like to wait for a live-aboard berth, then you will need to apply on both the berthing and the live-aboard lists. There is a separate $40 fee for each list.

If I'm waiting for a berth and for legal live-aboard status, and only the berth becomes available, will I be offered the berth alone without the live-aboard status? Or will I be skipped over until a live-aboard permit is also available?

The Marina will handle it either way, depending on your instructions when you first applied for the berth. But remember, you may not live on your boat while you wait for legal live-aboard status.

I am currently living on my boat without a live-aboard permit. Will I risk losing my berth if I apply for legal live-aboard status?

If you are living on your boat illegally, you are already at risk of losing your berth. However, the Marina is interested in eventually converting as many illegal live-aboards as possible to legal live-aboard status. 

If your boat is seaworthy and meets the requirements for a cruising live-aboard, it is in your best interest to get on the live-aboard waiting list as soon as possible. 
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